2019 Ochre Ribbon
Ochre Ribbon was celebrated in style this year with
a high tea luncheon for 300 invited guests at the
Crown. AFLS CEO Corina Martin was the MC for the
day and Noongar elder Mrs Vivienne Hansen gave
the Welcome to Country. The event kicked off with a
performance from Aboriginal contemporary dancers,
Shaynee Brayshaw, Cezera Critti-Schaars and
Derek Nannup Jnr choreographed by Simon Stewart.
AFLS Chair Prof Victoria Hovane spoke about the
significance and origins of the Ochre Ribbon, an
awareness campaign which arose from the family
violence tragedy of a Goldfields family. A very
personal and powerful insight into youth suicide was

shared by young Noongar woman Tiffany Narrier.
Other guest speakers included Stephen Thackray
Retired Chief Judge of the Family Court, Anna
Copeland Murdoch University, Dennis Eggington
CEO of Aboriginal Legal Service, Ms Josie Farrer
Member for Kimberley, Ms Simone McGurk, Minister
for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention
of Family and Domestic Violence; Community
Services, Tanya Elson from the Department of
Communities, Women’s Council CEO Angela Hartwig
and Greg Mackay Principal Solicitor from Albany
Family Violence Prevention Legal Service. The day
closed with an original song perfomed by Bojesse
Pigram, followed by duo Gina Williams and Guy
Ghouse.
Many of those who attended let us know how much
they enjoyed the day and all in all, AFLS as an
organisation, was pleased with the opportunity to
bring together supporters to share efforts to reduce
family and domestic violence in Aboriginal families
and communities.
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A word from
Corporate
Services
AFLS has taken on a number of new challenges
this year. The Murdoch University collaboration is an
exciting project, read more about it down the page. AFLS
has opened its first community based Community Support Officer
role in Ardyaloon (One Arm Point)
The Corporate office welcomed back Janet Leerson who has taken on the role
of Corporate Services Manager on the retirement of James Segedin. Staff in the
Corporate office farewelled James with a lunch at the end of January. We would
personally like to acknowledge his work and contribution to AFLS over the past
6 years. Congratulations to Marketing Officer Ashleigh Brown on the birth of her
daughter Isla Grace. We also welcome Kris Salman to staff as an Administrator
who has volunteered in the Corporate office at AFLS for the past 3 years. Our
other volunteer Catinca Hozoc has also joined staff on a casual basis. Kim Axford
is our newest legal volunteer.
The Ochre Ribbon event in February was a wonderful success. Thank you to all
of the speakers and guests for coming along and making the day so memorable
and inspiring. The other big news is that AFLS launched its Facebook page which
we urge all of our members to view and friend us! A new website is coming very
soon.
We would personally like to thank the Crown Casino for hosting and sponsoring
for this event. With their support and assistance, we were able to have a
successful Ochre Ribbon Campaign for 2019.

CEO Corina Martin
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Port Hedland Office
Our new CLE resources sparked and generated
a lot of movement around the room, with the local
police asking our “felt women” to be possibly be
displayed in the police station reception. We had
these displayed over 4 walls, statistics from 2014- to
present on Domestic Violence related deaths.
Port Hedland Team had around 40+ people attend its
Ochre Ribbon Morning Tea – this included but was
not limited to the Police, Women’s Refuge, Goodline,
Pilbara Community Legal Service, Town of Port
Hedland, Yorgum, Mission Australia, stakeholders,
clients, general members of the public and also
former AFLS board member and local JP Maureen
Kelly, attended.

Our Local Police also uploaded the below

The conversations around the room were the
highlight – with everyone mixing and talking about
their different roles and services available. Tyne
McConnon spoke to the room about what the Ochre
Ribbon Campaign is and gave some statistics as to
the prevalence of Domestic Violence.

posts/1540633576068070?sfns=mo.

Senior Sergeant & Officer in Charge - Mr Jeremy
Marklew spoke about how the local Police are trying
to tackle Domestic Violence in Hedland and how
important it is to have awareness. Shelly Marklew,
East Pilbara Community Engagement Sergeant also
had a quick chat to the room.
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to Facebook:
https://www.facebook.
com/550274055104032/

We have had great feedback already.

Our local paper The North West Telegraph also attended
and Our CEO Corina Martin was interviewed by the local
ABC breakfast that morning.
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Kalgoorlie Office
The Kalgoorlie office will be holding Ochre Ribbon
Day in May this year. The event will be held in
Leonora and looks set to be the biggest Ochre
Ribbon event we have held in Kalgoorlie. We look
forward to providing more information, updates and
pictures shortly!

Broome
Office
Broome AFLS in partnerships with
Djarindjin Community, Beagle Bay
Community, Ardyaloon Community and the
Kullari Offices will be hosting an Ochre Ribbon
event in Drarindjin on 21 March 2019 to bring
awareness to violence within Aboriginal communities.
The event will consist of a march through Djarindjin
commencing at Djarindjin Clinic with a walk through
the town to the Local Kullari Office. Attendees will
enjoy food and drinks followed by speeches and
dancing by local children.
Our new CSO, Lucy Dann, hit the ground running in
Broome and surrounding areas. Lucy has been quick
to join local groups including the local committee
against Family and Domestic Violence (‘FDV’) made
up of many services all looking to combat FDV in the
communities. Lucy has been regularly attending the
PCYC to speak with young men about violence and
how to prevent future violence. Lucy and Kerrin have
recently attended the Derby Open Day and spread
the word about AFLS and our services available to
the community. We have had a number of positive
responses following the Open Day and local police
have asked AFLS to make an effort to attend Derby
regularly.
Ireesha Victor, has recently commenced part-time
in the Dampier Peninsula being based in Ardyaloon
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We have a new addition to the Kalgoorlie TeamChanoa Cooper. Chanoa is the new Community
Support Officer in Kalgoorlie and has definitely hit
the ground running.
Frank Martin Left Kalgoorlie AFLS office as well.
We thank Frank for his contribution.

Community. Ireesha has been working with the
local community to determine the needs of the
community and how AFLS can assist to accomplish
the community’s goals. Ireesha has been attending
a number the women’s groups and other working
groups to determine how AFLS can effectively
deliver our services in a way that assists as many
community members as possible. We have a
number of clients in the Dampier Peninsula
whom Ireesha is assisting to communicate with
lawyers in our Broome Office.
Broome’s newest solicitor, Sita Samtani,
was admitted to the Supreme Court of WA in
November 2018 and has since been assisting
many new clients. Sita has an exceptional
work ethic and is eager to take on any new files
that come her way. She is quickly developing
a sound knowledge of the law to accompany
her already proven ability to assist clients with
complex matters.

Chanoa, the new
Community Support
Officer in Kalgoorlie,
and Zylao.

Carnarvon Office
Carnarvon Office has now moved location.
After being in 13 Skipworth street for many
years we have finally left and are now
located in Shop 19, Carnarvon Central. The
staff closed office for a few days to assist
with the move. This was a big job and
connecting up with the technology was a
bit tricky. We are settling in well in our new
location. The Carnarvon team haven’t been
able to do any outreach during this time, but
look forward to restarting outreach trips and
getting involved within the communities again.
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Geraldton Office
Geraldton has had a busy start to 2019.
On the 8th February we held our annual Ochre
Ribbon Awareness Quiz and Dinner Night.
Elder Derek Councillor opened the night with a
lovely father and daughter Welcome to Country.
The quiz night highlights the strong community
connections within Geraldton, with businesses
donating gifts for prizes and a strong turn out
from all the community with over 45 people
participating in the quiz. Supporting community
groups were Desert Blue Connect, ALS, RAW,
Police – FDV unit and TAFE. Kate Thompson,
our resident Quiz master stumped many with
her well researched questions.

Kununurra Office
Kununurra Campaign March for the Ochre Ribbon
Day in Kalumburu Community the most northern
Community in WA.
The march started at the basketball court and walked
around the whole community then back to where
we have started. We started the march with about
20 people by the time the march finished we end up
with approximately 50 people joining in. This was
followed by speeches from other service providers as
well as a sausage sizzle which the East Kimberley
Job Pathways workers assisted us with by supplying
the Chefs and the equipment. The women from the
Strong Women’s Centre assisted us with the set-up
and handing out of all the merchandises.

The 2019 winners were the Police – FDV.
Our office has conducted two outreach services
this year with Kate and Rayleen heading out to
Meekatharra and Mt Magnet in February, whilst
Neil and Jaime having just completed their
outreach and attending MMARG and MARG
meetings this month (March).

the intern so as to maximise the intern’s learning
opportunities.
Petra Franks a fifth year Indigenous (Gamillaroy)
Laws/Social Research and Policy Development
(Indigenous Studies) student at UNSW with a solid
academic record and a keen interest in Indigenous
criminal justice, policy and social research attended
the Kununurra office for a 5 week internship from
Monday 21 January through to Friday 22 February,
2019.

Aurora Project
The Aurora Project is a university student internship
program coordinated by the Commonwealth in
collaboration with host organisations, such as
AFLS. As a host organisation AFLS is responsible
for designing a work schedule in consultation with
Aboriginal Family Law Services
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Petra’s feedback to AFLS was that she thoroughly
enjoyed the internship, benefited from the practical
nature of the internship e.g. attending court with the
lawyers in Kununurra and that she will seriously
consider applying for a position with AFLS at the
completion of her studies.
AFLS have two other Auroras internship students
attending the Kununurra and Broome offices in the
coming month.
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Jiji Nyirti
New Project
the initial stages. They will
be responsible for keeping
their clients up to date with
their matter, be available for any
questions and are immersed in all
aspects of criminal injuries law at this stage.
If this program is successful, AFLS hope to
expand to other areas of law in the future.

Murdoch
Project
In partnership through an MOU with Murdoch
University, AFLS is proud to announce the
introduction of the Indigenous Law Clinic. The
Indigenous Law Clinic is the first of its kind in
Western Australia focussing on assisting Aboriginal
people in regional WA
The program will develop law students’
understanding of institutional and structural racism
and will enhance law students’ appreciation of
access to justice and social exclusion. Held at
Murdoch University, the clinic is a fantastic way for
penultimate or final year law students to get involved
in Indigenous Law and learn about the challenges
facing Indigenous people in the 21st century.
Students are tasked with completing Criminal Injuries
Compensation Applications for AFLS clients from
Aboriginal Family Law Services
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The program is currently running for 13 weeks during
February-July, first semester.
Michele a student stated:
“participating in a hands on legal environment has
provided the Segway to incorporate real life facts
against the relevant legislation. This has provided
a greater understanding of how to interpretate the
legislation”

The Jiji Nyirti New project (Newman Project)
facilitated by the Family Law Court conducted by
and with AFLS; Legal Aid WA and PCLS continued
for its second round from Monday 30 July to Friday
3 August. Brad Ferguson and Pamela Oram were
the lawyers who had conduct over the matters
involving AFLS clients during the second round of the
Newman Project. Matters were heard by Magistrate
Martino of the Family Court and a number of matters
that were determined at the interim stage in the
first round of the Newman Project were finalised in
the second round of the project by way of consent
orders between the parties. Brad and Pam provided
professional representation over the week for current
clients and also acted as duty lawyers during the
week for prospective clients.

The Newman Project continues to provoke interest
in the legal and broader community on the basis
that it is bringing the Family Court to Aboriginal
communities that would often not have access to the
Family Court jurisdiction and perhaps because of
the innovative way the court is being heard and the
practical nature of the forms used in the court. On
these grounds a third round of the Newman project
is to commence in May 2019, which will be attended
for AFLS by Brad Ferguson, Tyne McConnon and
Latorshia Brockman.
There is a possibility that projects of this nature may
continue to other regional communities facilitated by
the Family Court, of course subject to funding.

Tanielle, a student said
“ when I first looked at the legal file, the client was
just a name, but having to undertake the one on one
conversation with the client gave me the realisation
that I was dealing with a person, and the name
became insignificant, but the person then became
the focus on how we could best assist her”
The success of this program is reliant on how well
the clients engage due to the time restraints imposed
on the semester timetable. The overall approach thus
far has been a collaborative approach to assisting
each other, sharing knowledge and providing a
sound approach to assisting the clients.
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PLO Report
We are very pleased that Retired Judge
Stephen Thackray has offered to mentor
AFLS lawyers. He will give a seminar to our
lawyers based in regions via video link on a
topic related to family law every 6 weeks. We are
also delighted that Penny Keeley is interested in
pro-bono work with us. Ms Keely has been working
in family law since 1992 and was named Senior
Woman Lawyer of the Year in 2010.
Brad Ferguson has been appointed the role of administering
and supervising the Murdoch Indigenous Legal Clinic at
Murdoch University. The role involves supervising a group of
students who have the opportunity to work in a legal environment
with a hands on approach to “real” legal work and how to manage a
caseload with respect to their own legal files. The students have displayed a
professional quality in undertaking this supervised training and apart from a few
minor IT issues; there has been a positive approach to the tasks required.
Doctor Greg Dear has provided a 3 hour lecture thus far to the students on psychological issues
associated with a claim that involves mental and nervous shock and Mr Rob Guthrie will provide a further
lecture on Criminal Injuries Compensation from the assessors chair in the next week. We thank both Greg
and Rob for their dedication in continuing their association with AFLS in assisting in this project.
We would like to welcome new Managing Solicitors, Tyne McConnon in Port Hedland and Lachlan Withnall
in Kununurra. It was great to have the Managing Solicitors in the Corporate for a few days of training.
Many have not met in person before. Lawyers also completed their CPD requirements by 31 March 2019.
All of our regional offices are doing very well with the job of providing legal assistance to Aboriginal people
in the areas of family violence, family law, care and protection and Criminal Injury Compensation. The
lawyers are working on a total of 357 open cases – 72 in Geraldton, 34 in Carnarvon, 36 in Port Hedland,
51 Kununurra, 69 Kalgoorlie and 95 in Broome.

Para-Legal
Workshop
AFLS has been working with Legal Aid to deliver
a paralegal workshop to our ASO and CSO
Staff. On 28th and 29th of November 2018, 20
AFLS paralegal staff from throughout the state
attended Perth Legal Aid WA offices for 2 days
of intensive training, provided by the Legal
Practice Development Division of Legal Aid WA.
The training covered a broad range of skills and
knowledge relevant to a diversity of paralegal
roles within AFLS, including an overview of
various aspects and procedures of the WA legal
system, resilience and personal safety, family
violence and family violence restraining orders,
professional conduct, working with clients - from
intake to opening a file and dealing with difficult
people. Using real life examples, case studies and
a variety of activities, the training was designed to
encourage staff to get involved and reflect on how
to bring this knowledge and these skills back into
their own workplaces.

Regional Staff Updates
We’ve had some changes to our staff with Caris
Collard (CSO) and Lucy Dann (ASO) setting off
on new adventures, Davina Deeble our SSO took
maternity leave and welcomed into the world a baby
girl. We welcomed new staff – Zamaria Councillor
(ASO), Rayleen Councillor (SSO) and Jaime Rayson
(CSO) from our Geraldton Office.

Brad Ferguson
A/PLO

Kununurra said their goodbyes to Simone Chee our
Managing Solicitor who got a job in Townsville, and
said hello to Lachlan Withnall Simone’s replacement
Aboriginal Family Law Services
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who ironically left the same place and Organisation
that Simone has gone to.
Pamela Oram our Managing Solicitor from Kalgoorlie
is leaving us as well. We wish her all the best on her
future endeavours.
We have also said goodbye to our CSO’s Jalba Dann
and Bev Chaplin from our Carnarvon Office since the
last newsletter.
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Board Update
In November last year, AFLS held its Annual General
Meeting in Carnarvon. Members from across WA
were linked in to the meeting via videoconference
from our other regional offices and the Corporate
office in Perth. There were three member director
vacancies to be filled at the AGM – one the regional
representative and two Perth based director
positions. Luckily there was one nomination only for
each position.
Rowena Puertollano from Broome was appointed as
the regional representative, Mr William Milroy was

Bill Milroy

Kay Benham

appointed a new Perth based director and Dr Hannah
McGlade was reappointed as a Perth based director.
All directors were appointed for a term of two years.
Ms Kay Benham was appointed as a Professional
director to fill the recent vacancy following the
resignation of Mr Troy Williams.
The four new directors join current directors Prof
Victoria Hovane, Dr Dawn Bessarab and Ms Dorinda
Cox on the Board of AFLS.

Rowena Puertollano

Hannah McGlade

